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For “The Friend” 
An Ancient Epistle, 

The excellent advice contained in the fol- 
lowing epistle is commended to the notice of 
the readers of “The Friend.” It was ad- 
dressed ‘‘To the Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings, and other Meetings of Discipline of 
Friends in Ireland,” by “ The National Half- 
year’s Meeting, held in Dublin, by adjourn- 
ments from the 3rd day of the Fifth month, 
1778, to the 7th of the same, inclusive.’’ 


Dear Friends and Brethren,— 

We have in this our general assembly been 
deeply affected, and humbled under the sor- 
rowful view and feeling of the declined state 
of many in our Society from the life and power 
of pure religion, and that humble, self-denying 
conversation which it leads into; and under 
this concern we have been afresh made feel- 
ingly sensible of the great loss and hurt that 
both individuals, and the Society in general, 
have sustained by letting out the mind and 
affections after great things in this life; many 
of the professors of Truth, as it is in Jesus, 
departing from ander the discipline of his holy 
cross, have let up an high and aspiring mind 
that affects ostentation and show, and seeks 
after many superfluities, to gratify the vain 
and ambitious cravings of the unmortified 
part in them: the noble simplicity of man- 
ners, habit, and deportment, which Truth led, 
and still leads into, hath been much departed 
from ; the plainness of apparel, which distin- 
guished our religious profession, is by too 
many despised, and the testimony which we 
have been calied to bear against the unstable 
foolish fashions of the world has been tram- 
pled as under foot: the mind not limited by 
the girdle of Truth hath coveted an evil covet 
ousness; the wedge of gold and the Babylonish 
garment have been the objects of its inor- 
dinate desire. And one exampling another, 
and the lesser fondly copying after the greater, 
an evil emulation hath gotten in, not provok- 
ing one another to love and good works, but 
vieing with each other in the grandeur of 
their houses, the order and provision of their 
tables, the richness of their furniture, and the 
gaiety of their own dress, and that of their 
children, contrary to the self-denial, the hu- 
mility and meekness prescribed by the gospel 
of Christ in which they profess te believe ; 
and the constant tenor of the salutary advices 
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. |of the Society they profess themselves mem-| which he possesseth.” And the limitation and 


bers of, from the beginning to this very day.|order prescribed by Him, who is the Truth, 

Every superfluous thing occasions a super- the Way, and the Life is this, “ Seek ye first 
fluity of expense ; and superfluity of expense|the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
requires extensive, and frequently exorbitant and all these things shall be added unto 


and precarious, engagements in trade beyond 
the capital and abi@ties of the managers to 
support it. And when their own fails, many 
too frequently keep up dishonorable state on 
the property of other men, till insolvency 
fatally ensues to the ruin of themselves and 
families, the loss and damage of their cred- 
itors, the reproach of Truth, and the great 
trouble of friends, who are concerned to keep 
good order amongst us. 

It isan undoubted truth that the Society 
which doth not frequently recur to its first 
principles will go to decay; if then we look 
back to our keginning, we shall find that from 
the beginning it was not so. In a postscript 
to an early epistle from the province-meeting 
at Castledermot, we have this lively descrip- 
tion of the effect Truth had in that day. 
“Then (say they) great trade was a great 
burden, and great concerns a great trouble ; 
all needless things, fine houses, rich furniture, 
gaudy apparel, were an eyesore; our eye 
being single to the Lord, and the inshining 
of his light in our hearts, which gave us the 
sight of the knowledge of the glory of God,” 
this “so affected our minds, that it stained 
the glory of all earthly things, and they bore 
no mastery with us.” The divine principle 
of light and grace remains atill the same, and 
would work the same effect in us, if we were 
obedient thereto ; would even introduce grad. 
ually by the operation of its divine power, the 
new creation in Christ Jesus, whereby man 
returning from the fall, would be placed in 
dominion over all the creatures. 

We are therefore, dear Friends, impressed 
with a zealous concern of mind, in this day of 
trial, “when the judgments of the Lord are 
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you.” Many, who have transgressed this holy 
boundary, and reversed this heavenly order, 
in giving the preference to the pursuit of 
earthly possessions, have in themselves, or 
their offspring, furnished a verifying proof of 
the declaration of the Almighty by bis pro- 
phet, viz: “ Ye looked for much, and lo it 
came to little, and when ye brought it home 
I did blow upon it: Why? saith the Lord of 
hosts, because of mine house that is waste, 
and ye run every man to his own house.” 
And let those, whom Divine Providence 
hath prospered and blest with abundance of 
the good things of this life, ever bear in re- 
membrance, that “ the earth is the Lord's, and 
the fulness thereof.” And that we are ac- 
countable stewards, each for his share, of the 
manifold mercies we receive at his hand, 
Let them then as good stewards use the samo 
with a due regard to the pointings and limi- 
tations of Trath ; not indalging themselves in 
any thing wherein is excess, and thereby set- 
ting an evil example to others, whose abilities 
cannot well bear the expense, and yet from 
the depravity of human nature may be tempt- 
ed to copy after them. For those of the fore- 
most rank in society, by the assistance of 
Divine Grace, may do much good, or neglect- 
ing it, by the influence of their example occa- 
sion much evil therein. We therefore earnest- 
ly desire, that those who are thus favored 
may seriously co-operate with our concern in 
setting a good example, and we hope it will 
have a happy influence on others, who may 
be discouraged from aiming at expense unbe- 
coming their circumstances, when they behold 
those, who have it in their power, decline it 
through their regard to Truth, and for pre- 


in the earth, that the inhabitants thereof may |serving inviolate the testimony of a good con- 
learn righteousness:’’ as this is a time of|science toward God: the experienced apostle 


danger, uncertainty, and distrust, we most 
earnestly desire that Friends may let their 
moderation in all things appear, that those 
who have launched out extensively in trade, 
with as little delay as possible set about con- 
tracting their engagements therein into a 
moderate compass, and instead of risquing the 
reputation of Truth, the peace of their own 
riinds, and the welfare of their immortal 
souls, in grasping at things beyond their 
reach, in order to provide for superfluous 
expense, reduce their wants and expenses, 
within the limits and bounds of Truth, and 
then a little trade with frugality and industry 
will be found sufficient. 

The love of money is a sore evil, “‘ which 
while some have coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows.” Let the Truth 
itself therefore, dear Friends, moderate and 


very pathetically in his direction to Timothy, 
points out the particular duty of this class of 
Christians, “Charge them that are rich in 
this world, that they be not high-minded, nor 
trust in uncertain riches, but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy ; 
that they do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to distribute, willing to commu- 
nicate ; laying up in store for themselves a 
good foundation against the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life.” 
Finally, Brethren and Sisters, as example 
must accompany precept if we be sincere 
toward God, we desire especially that minis- 
ters, elders, overseers, and other active mem- 
bers in the Society, may seriously in the first 
place set about this necessary work of re- 
trenching and reformation, where needfal : 
that their nearest connexions, their children 
and families, in regard to the point of view in 


limit us in our pursuits; “a man’s life con-|which their partners in life and parents are 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things!placed, may lay to heart the evil consequences 
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of their deviating from thesimplicity of Truth, 
and the pernicious influence of. their evil ex- 
ample: that these, and the children the Lord 
hath given them, being as signs and good ex- 
amples from the Lord of hosts, they may go 
forth strengthened by the cleansing of their 
own hands, and those of their families, and so 
be enabled to say to the flock, “ follow us as 
we follow Christ.”” And that parents, heads 
of families, and all friends, each in their pro- 
per places, may be engaged to wash their 
hands in innocency, and be qualified to en- 
compass the Lord’s holy altar, that the “ offer- 
ings of Judah and Jerusalem may be pleasant 
to the Lord as in the days of old, and as in 
former years.” 

In the extendings of that real affection, 
which desires your present and everlasting 
well-being, we salute you, and conclude 

Your Friends and Brethren. 

Signed on behalf of our said meeting by 

Joun Gouaa, Clerk. 


For “ The Friend ” 
Extracts from the Diary and Letters of Ebenezer Worth. 
(Continued from page 131.) 

1862. 12th mo. 21st. I have of late been 
much favored at seasons to feel love to my 
Divine Master, and I trust a degree of resig- 
nation to his Divine will; may this in un- 
merited mercy be continued to me, that I 
may bear some fruit to the praise of his great 
and excellent name; may this fruit increase 
as I increase in years. 

1863. Ist mo. 15th. Had a comfortable 
meeting ; I hope it was so to most in attend- 
ance. While I feel a privation (of this com- 
fortable feeling) I hope it is for my good. I 
have been comforted in believing 1 am not 
forsaken ; what an unspeakable favor. 

Ist mo. 2lst. I have, in unmerited mercy, 
been spared to advance thus far in the new 
year, while a number have been called within 
the last year from works to rewards; may 
I be favored to feel a sense of the obligations 
I am under to my Divine Master, and be pre- 
served in the line of my duty to Him,—that 
I may not become comparable to the barren 
fig tree, or the salt that has lost its savor, and 
become good for nothing but to be cast out 
and trodden under foot of men; traly a sor- 
rowfal state to be in, and from which we are 
only preserved by Divine Grace. 

Ist mo. 24th. In company with M. F ; 
visited some of our members to make inquiry 
in relation to the use of ardent spirits; we 
were favored to sympathize with them, and 
to labor to discourage the use of intoxicating 
drink, and to encourage them to a regular 
attendance of all our religious meetings. 

Ist mo. 26th. Visited more of our members 
in regard to the use of intoxicating drink ; 
were favored, I trust, to labor to some ad- 
vantage, and [ think, in good degree to the 
comfort of our own minds. It is the blessing 
of the Great Head of the Church that can 
alone make (it) fruitful of good. May I dwell 
low at his holy footstool, and reverence and 
serve Him. What a mercy I am not cast off 
nor forsaken, and that so unworthy a creature 
is favored to feel a sense of his loving-kindness. 
May my love to Him, and faithfulness in serv- 
ing Him, increase. 

2d mo. 7th. I have at seasons felt much 
anxiety and some discouragements, at other 
times comfortable and precious feelings. Hu- 
mility and inward retirement seem necessary. 

3d mo. 12th. Attended our week-day meet- 
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ing, in which I thought we were favored with 
a precious, quiet, solemn covering. In the 
evening of yesterday I got hurt by a cow; I 
hope it may be a blessing to me, to humble 
me and prepare me for what my Divine Mas- 
ter may be pleased to require of me; how 
great are his mercies, and how long He bears 
with his poor unworthy creature man. Oh! 
may we be more fruitful, to the praise of his 
great and holy name. 

1863 7th mo.5th. Attended our meeting ; 
we were favored with a quiet covering, and | 
hope a number clothed with a qualification to 
worship in spirit and in trath; what an inex- 
pressible favor to be enabled to perform wor. 
ship acceptably. The last week has been a 
very exciting time. Last First-day evening I 
was told the cars were sfpped running on the 
Pennsylvania railroad about Harrisburg, and 
there were a great many cars standing on the 
track above Downingtown. The Governor 
had made a call for men to guard Harrisburg 
against an attack of the rebel army, which 
was supposed to be advancing toward that 
place. Many thought it was their intention 
to pass down through Chester county to Phila- 
delphia. I think many have been in much 
trouble on accoant of danger to their persons 
and property, and I hope some have been 
hambled, feeling the necessity of having their 
trust in that Divine Power that can alone 
preserve us in the midst of danger. Through 
unmerited favor lL was enabled to feel a hope 
and trust in our Divine Master, without which 
I must have been very much cast down. Oh! 
the sad and distressing effects of war; I am 
afraid too many of our members partake of 
its spirit.” 

Few, perhaps, would have more sensitively 
shrank from public notice than the subject of 
these extracts,—retiring, watchfal, and hum- 
ble as his walk was pre-eminently among men, 
—and it is, we trust, with no desire to exalt 
the creature that they are now published ; but 
jit is hoped with the single object of exalting 
that Power by yielding to which, and faith- 
fully following its pure dictates in the secret 
of his heart, be became what he was, an ex- 
emplary Christian. The period of time to 
which we have now arrived in the diary, was 
one of great anxiety to the inhabitants of this 
section of the country, a time when “ men’s 
hearts were indeed failing them for fear.” 
There appeared a great probability that the 
rebel army, in its onward progress towards 
Philadelphia, would pass through this fair 
part of Chester county, leaving behind it a 
wide-spread scene of destruction of property 
if not of life. The writer well remembers) 
meeting, about this time, one of our more! 
prominent citizens on the streets of West 
Chester, one who in earlier life had been a 
military man, and whose connexions were 
military men. After conversing upon the 
very threatening aspect of affairs, he re- 
marked, with much seriousness of tone and 
manner, “ Well! it will be just as the Lord 
pleases.” It was apparent he had no confi- 
dence in the arm of flesh to stop their march. 
It is said our friend, Ebenezer Worth, was 
spoken to about this time, and representations 
made, what destruction was likely to come 
upon property, &c., his buildings would pro- 
bably be burned, fields laid waste, crops de- 
stroyed, &c., when he made this memorable 
answer, “ Oh! they are not mine ;” no doubt 
experiencing as he expresses it, “ Through un- 
‘merited favor, I was enabled to feel a hope 





and trust in my Divine-Master, without which 
I must have been very much cast down.” 

Although he took no part in public affairs, 
yet all may well believe his spirit was fervent. 
ly engaged to embrace every right opening to 
ask of Him, “ Before whom the nations are 
as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the 
small dust of the balance,” and who “ taketh 
up the isles as a very little thing,” that He 
would, if consistent with his holy will, spare 
this portion of the land, and its people, from 
the desolating and demoralizing effects of an 
invading army. No allusion is made in the 
diary of a covenant solemaoly entered into, we 
may believe, with his Divine Master, that if 
He would in his great mercy, arrest the on- 
ward progress of the rebel army, and not per- 
mit it to cross the Susquehanna river, he 
would devote the whole of his crop of corn, 
then growing, for the benefit of the poor and 
suffering. We know not the extent and effect 
of this covenant and prayer, but this much we 
do know and believe, that the effectual fer. 
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much, 
and that the army was not permitted to cross 
the river, although close upon its western 
banks. ‘his covenant was faithfully kept, 
the crop of corn amounted to some ten or fif- 
teen hundred dollars—one thousand dollars 
of the proceeds was sent to the Treasurer of 
the Friends’ Freedmen’s Association, and we 
know of his having purchased woolen yarn 
which was given to women needing work to 
be knit into stockings, that were sent South 
for the benefit of the Freedmen. So careful 
was our dear friend not to let his left band 
know what his right hand did, that it was 
with difficulty his many acts of charity could 
be ascertained. 

(To be continued.) 


For “The Friend.” 
Be Faithful. 


“There is that withholdeth more than is 
meet, and it tendeth to poverty. There is 
that scattereth abroad, and yet increaseth.” 

An interesting illustration of the truth of 
this proverb is furnished by the experience of 
John Churchman as related in his journal. 
May the instruction it contains be blessed to 
those who are tempted to shrink from such 
services as are required of them by the Head 
of the Church! It is the blessing of the Lord 
alone that enriches any of us with spiritual 
possessions; and we cannot hope that it will 
be liberally poured out upon us, unless we 
yield faithful and simple-hearted obedience to 
Him .in whatever duties He lays upon us. 
John Churchman says: 

“ In 1733 L accompanied Friends on another 
visit to families, wherein, at times, I felt the 
opening of trath in the love of it, and a few 
words to speak to the states of some, though 
in great fear, lest I should put my hand to 
that weighty work without the real requiring 
of duty. At one family, 1 thought it would 
be better for the whole fumily, in a religious 
sense, if the heads of it were more zealous in 
attending meetings. I saw the necessity of 
being examples to children and servants, by 
a careful attendance of meetings for worship 
on the first, and other days of the week; but 
I was so weak and poor, that I doubted whe- 
ther it was my duty to mention any thing 
thereof to them, so concluded to omit it; by 
which I hoped to judge of what I had been 
about before, and so grew easy in my mind. 
On the way to the next house, I began to 
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judge that, 1 had no business to say any thing 
at any house; and having forborne in my 
own will, I was now left to my own judgment 
foratime. At the next house, Friends were 
tenderly concerned to speak to several states, 
and of several matters which | thought in- 
structive; but I sat dry and poor, and so re- 
mained during our passage to the next house; 
where I fared no better, but worse. My feel- 
ing and judgment being quite gone, as to 
the service in which we were engaged ; and 
though I did not say any thing to the other 
Friends how it fared with me, yet they were 
affected therewith as I apprehended. I was 
in great darkness and distress, and sometimes 
thought of leaving the company privately, 
and going home, but concluded, that would 
not only be a disappointment to my friends, 
but dishonorable to truth, which made me 
determine to go forward, and endure my own 
pain, as much undiscovered as possible. My 
companions, as I before observed, were af- 
fected, and all save one seemed closed up 
from the service, and in the evening of the 
same day at the last house, all of them were 
silent. There was a school near, the master 
of which was a Friend, and the children 
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tendance of meetings. He seemed affected, 
and said he hoped he should mind my advice. 
I then left him, and met my companions at 
the school-house, and enjoyed great peace. I 
leave this remark, to excite all to dwell in 
meekness and fear, and to beware of the will 
of the creature, and the reasonings of flesh 
and blood, which lead into doubting and diso- 
bedience. They who are faithful in small 
things, shall truly know an increase in that 
wisdom and knowledge which are from above.” 


ee 


For “The Friend.” 
British Guiana.. 
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almostsure that they would have to get gradu- 
ally into the valley in front, and then fly 
straight towards their roosts—the question 
was solved by a portion of the mass swooping 
down, with extraordinary velocity, to the 
edge of the fall, seemingly close to the face of 
the column of water, and then being lost to 
our view. The rushing sound of their wings 
in their downward flight was vary strange, 
and produced the feeling that birds of ill-omen 
were about. Approaching the edge of the 
precipice, we waited to see the next lot go 
down, so as to observe how they managed to 
get behind the water. We had not to wait 


C. B. Brown, who held the position of|long before down dropped a cloud of them 


Government Surveyor in this part of South 
America, has published in book form his ob- 
servations on the natural history of the coun- 
try, and the incidents of his various journeys 
of exploration. These journeys were princi- 
pally along the various rivers which find their 
way from the elevated land of the interior to 
the ocean. On one of these, the Potaro, a 
branch of the Essequibo, our author discov- 
ered a magnificent full, called by the Indians 
Kaieteur, which he subsequently revisited, 
and measured. The river was about 400 fect 


over the edge, past the face of the fall, for 
about one hundred feet; then, with the ra- 
pidity of lightning, they changed their down- 
ward course with a quick turn to one at right 
angles, and thus shot through the mist on 
either side into the gloomy cave. Their mo- 
tions were so rapid that we could hardly make 
out how they were executed.” 

Guiana abounds in reptile life—and the 
book contains many notices of snakes and 
cay mansand other lizards, one species of these, 
the Iguana, is hunted for fuod, and is thus de- 


mostly belonging to Friends, whom some of|wide, and was slightly contracted at the spot |scribed : 


our company appeared willing to visit, but 
others being doubtful, we omitted it, which 
now some thought was not right, and that 
therefore this cloud of darkness and distress 


where it planged over the precipice, making a 
perpendicular fall of 741 feet. 
the visit the Potaro was swollen by rains, and 


“ We were frequently amused with the man. 


At the time of| ner in which the iguanas (Jguana tuberculata), 


alarmed by the noise produced by the boat’s 


poured over the edge of the rocksa vast volume | paddles, threw themselves from the overhang- 

ling branches of trees into the river, many 
at the school-house next morning, to try if|“ sent up great creamy spurts of foam with a'coming down broadside on the water. These 
we could recover our former strength in the|steady thundering roar. A dense mass of reptiles, when full grown, attain a length of 
ownings of truth. This being agreed to,|mist rose from the western side of the foot of between three and four feet, including the 
each took his way home, and it being now/|the fall, which, whirling upwards above the/|tail, which is long and pointed. Their flesh 


night, and I alone, I rode slowly, under a 
deep exercise of mind, and humble inquiry 
into the cause of my own distress; and after 
some time, being favored with great calm- 
ness and quietude of mind, I was inwardly 
instructed after this manner; Thou sawest 
what was wanting in a family this morning, 
and would not exhort to more diligence in 
that respect, and therefore if they continue to 
do wrong, it shall be required of thee; on 
which I became broken in spirit, and cried in 
secret, may I not perform it yet, and be re- 
stored to thy favor? Oh Lord! I am now 
willing to do whatsoever thou requires of me, 
if thou wilt be pleased to be with me. Blessed 
be his name, in mercy He heard my supplica- 
tion, and I was fully persuaded that 1 must 
go to the house again; which I concluded to 
do next morning, and went home with a de- 
gree of comfort, and being weary in body 
and mind, slept sweetly, and awoke in the 
morning quiet and easy in spirit, and now 
began to conclude that 1 might meet my com- 
pany and be excused. But my covenant was 
brought to my remembrance, and I was given 
to believe, that peace was restored on condi- 
tion of my performance; therefore I went to 
the house, though several miles distant, before 
sun-rise, the man of the house was up, he in- 
vited me io, and I followed him, and sitting 
down by the fire, being cool weather, with my 
mind retired, I felt that I must not speak be- 
fore the rest of the family, but rather in pri- 
vate, yet was fearful of calling him out, being 
unwilling to discover any thing to them. In 
the mean time, he went out, and walked the 
way I was to go, I followed, and told him how 
I felt when we were at his house the morning 
before, and could not be easy without exhort- 
ing him to be more careful in several respects, 
and a better example to his family in his at- 


came upon us, and we were willing to meet water, which, as it reached the basin below, 


top, was caught by the wind, and blown like|resembles that of a chicken in flavor and 
a cloud-scud over the savanna, while a smaller|quality, and is very good when properly 
one rose from the eastern edge. The preci-\cooked. They are exceedingly numerous on 
pices on either side curving round from the |this river, where they dig long underground 
fall to the sides of the valley were of gray and |chambers in the sand-banks at the ends of 
reddish colors, with patches of shrubs and/|islands, in which they deposit their egga. 


On the western side a massof enormous rocks, |a high beach, our men dug up the sand in 
sloped to the basin’s edge, almost meeting |order to trace out some of these chambers for 
with a smaller similar mass in front of the|eggs, and succeeded in capturing four iguanas, 


basin, coming from the eastern side. The out- 
let, therefore, from the basin appeared to be 
constricted, but vast quantities of water find 
their way in channels beneath these confused 
heaps of rock. 

It was with difficulty that I could stand 


which they dragged out by their tails and 
then seized by the back of the neck and se- 
cured. They had to be pretty quick, for the 
iguana can turn round suddenly and give a 
fearful bite. An iguana must be drawn from 
its hole with rapidity, for, if it has time to 


= clinging here and there to their faces.| Near the foot of a cataract, where there was 


near the precipice edge, a little to one side of| think, it lets go its tail at the base, leaving it 


the fall, and gaze down past the rush of water 
to the foot, the downward movement of the 
white mass producing a sensation of giddi- 
ness. One could see the dim outlines of the 
entrance to a great cave behind the water, in 
and out of which through mist and spray a 
number of large black swallows wheeled and 
circled.” 

On another visit, the author says: “ We 
watched with great interest the ‘ swallows’ 
homeward’ flight to their roosting places in 
the great cave behind the fall. Late on each 
afternoon, these birds were observed coming 
in large flocks from all quarters of the com- 
pass towards our vicinity, and there wheeling 
round in great circles at different altitudes. 
Gradually one flock amalgamated with an- 
other, till at last near sundown they had 
gathered into two or three immense bodies, 
which kept wheeling round in acompact mass, 
about one hundred yards above us. 

Whilst we were wondering how the birds 
proposed to get into the cave from their 
awkwardly chosen position above it—feeling 


in the hands of the would-be capturer, and 
thus escapes.” 
(To be continued.) 


For “The Friend.” 
Teaching of the Spirit.—Free Ministry. 

Frequent insinuations have been thrown 
out by those pretended Friends, of the new 
views ; concerning the uncertainty of the im- 
mediate direction, and preaching of the Holy 
Spirit; the want of which in themselves is no 
doubt caused by unfaithfulness thereto, and by 
the setting up, in the stead ofa ministry which 
proceeds therefrom, a ministry which is exer- , 
cised in the time and will of man. The early 
views of Friends on the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, and of a paid or hireling ministry, are 
so clearly delineated in the concluding part of 
our friend Thomas Story’s dialogue with a 
Roman Catholic, that the writer would be 
glad to see it inserted in “The Friend.” He 
says: “ My opponent by this time being weary 
of the subject, (viz., the eating and drinking 
of the flesh and blood of Christ,) advanced a 
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question concerning the Spirit itself, viz., 
‘ How do you know that Spirit from another 
Spirit, since Satan is transformed into an 
angel of light, may it not be that evil one, 
and not the Spirit of Christ?’ ‘I replied that 
the Divine essential Truth is self-evidencing, 
that the quickened soul is assured of Him by 
his own nature and quickening power and 
virtue, as saith the apostle, ‘Hereby we 
know that He abideth in us;’’ 1 Jobn iii. 24, 
(or to this effect) by the Spirit which He hath 
given us; and he that is in a state of doubting 
is in a state of condemnation and reprobation, 
and hath not yet known the Spirit, but is yet 
in death and darkness, and ignorant of God 
and Christ, and in such and not in the quicken- 
ed or regenerated, Satan is transformed ; for 
such as wanted a proof of Christ speaking in 
and by the apostles, were by Paul referred 
back to themselves ; “know ye not your own 
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, ex- 
cept ye be reprobates!” and again, “the Spirit 
itself helpeth our infirmities with sighs and 
groans which cannot be uttered, and searcheth 
all things, even the deep things of God.”’ He 
then eaid, no doubt I bad a good intent in 
what I did, in travelling so in the world; but 
said I must have some good consideration for 
it (meaning a8 their pricsts had gold and 
silver.) I told him no; we whom God had 
raised up and qualified in some degree, in this 
age to that service, were advanced above any 
such mean, base,and mercenary considerations 
as to take anything from men for this labor, 
which we bestow freely and in the love of 
God, and by his commandment for the com- 
mon good of men. Why, said he, the apos- 


tles were but poor men, and wanted neces- 
saries, and must have received of the people 


or wanted. True, said J, then they say hav- 
ing food and raiment, let us therewithal be 
content, and where that is the case, such as 
are poor among us, we should not begrudge 
them that; but it is seldom, or never among 
us, but rather with Paul we can generally 
say, ‘‘These hands of mine have ministered 
to my necessities,” having no desire that any 
such thing should be done to us, and we gene- 
rally have sufficient of ourown. Then said 
he, but in case your Friends, after some very 
good sermon that pleased a great congrega- 
tion well and generally, should offer you a 
purse of two or three hundred guineas, would 
not you accept it, being freely offered! I re- 
plied no; Ll hope it would be no temptation, 
if so it were, which never can be as long as 
they and I abide in the truth we profess, either 
to give or receive that way; I should rather 
be greatly troubled tosee so great a degeneracy 
as to subject them to so great an evil. Well, 
said he, you say well, and I am apt to believe 
you; but if you would not, there are many 
would be glad of the offer, and receive it with 
both hands. I believe it, said I, for there are 
too many mercenary hirelings in the world, 
who, though they pretend a mission to “Go 
teach and baptize all nations,” yet as un- 
faithful servants, if they were sent at all, 
sit down where they can have the first main- 
tenance and never move till the voice of a 
better cry in their ears, and then and not till 
then, they run where God does not send them.” 

Oh! that the Lord may raise up amongst 
us again other such faithful rulers as these 
were. I have no doubt that there are those 
prepared and preparing for the great work, 
and that the places of the unfaithful will be 
filled by snch as will count nothing too dear to 
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part with for the work’s sake; the cause of 
|Trath has stood for more than two centuries, 
‘it has been tried, yet never gave way and 
|never will, for it is immutable; the religion 
of Fox, Barclay and Penn will flourish when 
ithe innovations of the present time will not 
be found. S. CHaDBOURNE. 


Millville, Orleans Co., N. Y., 
27th of 11th mo. 1879. 


AUTUMN LEAVES. 


Purple, and yellow, and scarlet, 
The trees in their autumn array, 
Are lighting the fields and woodlands 
With their coloring rich and gay. 


Standing in sunlight and shadow, 
Bright beacons of beauty and cheer ; 
But telling, leaflet by leaflet, 
The pulse of the dying old year. 


Purple, and yellow, and scarlet, 
They are fluttering gaily down, 

And decking the grave of summer 
With a gold ant jewelled crown. 


When the autumn of life approaches, 
As at last it must to us all, 

Oh, then may we have the beauty, 
The glorious tints of the fall ! 


The purple of resignation, 

The yellow of hope and of cheer, 
And the rich, enduring scarlet 

Of the love that “ casteth out fear.” 


Iuecy Wade Herrick, in Vick’s Magazine. 


Selected. 
MY GUIDE. 

I stood in life’s fair morning hours, 
- My hand upon the door, 
And from the threshold outward looked 

And scanned the pathway o’er ; 
A little way through pleasant fields, 

Through meadows fair and sweet, 
Where one might walk with joyful heart, 

And light and careless feet. 


And then more narrow grew the path, 
And rougher grew the way, 

Beset by dangers, and o’erhung 
With shadows cold and grey. 

“ Ah! me,” I said, “life is so long, 
So full of hopes and fears, 

With much to do and much to bear 
For many days and years. 


“ With joys that I must have or give, 
And tears that I must weep, 
And many foes to meet and fight 
Before death’s quiet sleep; 
And I must journey all alone 
This rough and darksome way ; 
Alas ! alas! before the end 
My feet will go astray.” 


But while I trembled at the door, 
And murmured in my fear, 
A tender voice of wondrous power 
Fell on my waiting ear— 
“ Fear not, my child, but take my hand, 
And journey by my side; 
I know the way, [ am thy God, 
Thy Counsellor, thy Guide !” 


And so I started on life’s way, 
Close clinging to his hand, 

And He has led me safe along, 
My Leader, great and grand! 

And when dark clouds encompass me, 
My heart is brave and strong, 

And I can sing through life, in death, 
Faith’s glad triumphant song. 


GRATEFULNESS. 


Thou hast given so much to me, 
Give one thing more, a grateful heart. 
* - - * 


Not thankful, when it pleaseth me, 
As if Thy blessings had spare days: 
But such a heart, whose pulse may be 
hy praise. 
George Herbert, 


Selected, 
UNDER THE UMBRELLA. 


Coming home from school together, 
In the cold and rainy weather, 
Marian, with her nut-brown hair, 
Bonnie Grace, so sweet and fair ! 
Just behind them, I, while walking, 
Listened to their childish talking ; 
First of lessons learned that day, 
Then of recess and their play ; 
Then a little chat on dolls, 

And then of “ brother’s cricket balls ;” 
Of this and that as children will, 
Whose little tongues are never still. 


“ How it rains!” cried Grace, at last, 
As the drops fell thick and fast. 

“ We don’t care, though, for you see 
We're under shelter, you and me!” 
Then said Marian, “ Sister dear, 
There’s room for one more under here. 
And do you think mother would care, 
If we should call that poor girl there, 
And ask her—shall I, or will you ?— 
To come in under shelter too? 

She looks so sad; and then I know 
She’s cold, because she shivers so.” 

A moment more, and presently 

The large umbrella sheltered three. 


Oh little kind Samaritan ! 
Sweet, thoughtful little Marian ! 
Remember as you older grow 
That many a heart so filled with woe 
May falter by the roadside drear, 
Bowed low with grief and many a fear. 
Then from the shelter of God’s care 
Stretch forth your hand and gladly share 
The haven of your pitying love, 
To save from angry clouds above, 
Ope wide, dear child, sweet Charity’s door, 
Where there is always room for more. 
— Youths’ Companion. 
For “The Friend.” 
Baptismal Regeneration. 

To one who is not blinded by the prejudices 
of education, and who bas come to a real ex- 
perience of the transforming and regenerating 
power of the Holy Spirit, by which men are 
washed, are sanctified and are justified and 
made partakers of that forgiveness of sins 
which the obedient disciple receives through 
the merits of our blessed Redeemer,—the no- 
tion that any spiritual benefit is to be derived 
from sprinkling the body of an unconscious 
infant with water, or from plunging an adult 
into that fluid, is felt to be very fallacious 
and unsafe. 

The writer has recently met with a narra- 
tive, which shows in an instructive manner, 
how even well-disposed and serious people 
may grow up with very superficial views on 
this important subject, and may rest easy re- 
lying on outward ordinances, without knowing 
that thorough change of heart, spoken of as 
being born again, without which our Saviour 
assures us we cannot enter the kingdom of 
Heaven. The authority for the truth of the 
narrative is not given, but it bears on its face 
some evidence of being a recital of events that 
really occurred. It says that “in one of the 
villages of the ‘hill country’ of the East Rid- 
ing of the great county of York, lived a good 
old woman, known throughout the neighbor- 
hood by the style and title of ‘Good old 
Methodist Mary.’ ‘ Walking in the fear of the 
Lord all the day long,’ her very humble cot- 
tage was a habitation of the just. Mary could 
read; and having constitutionally a ready 
mind, what she read she understood and easily 
remembered. Her means of knowledge, how- 
ever, were limited by her circumstances. The 
Holy Bible, John Wesley’s hymn-book, and 
the ‘Christian Miscellany’ — the cottage li- 
brary of many a poor but pious family scat- 
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tered in all directions over the Wolds of York- 
shire—was Mary’s library. 

Mary’s good sense and Christian consis- 
tency had great influence with her neighbors, 
and the power of that influence reached even 
to the family inmates of the hall, (the late 
Sir Tatton Sykes, and his wife, Lady Sykes, 
of Sledmere, England.) Her ladyship of the 
mansion was a lady indeed, and thought ber- 
self a Christian indeed. Easy and affable in 
her manners, noble and generous in her dis- 
position, large-hearted and liberal in her chari- 
ties, she literally revelled in the luxury of 
doing good to the poor, influenced mainly by 
the idea that heaven would be the result and 
the reward. A name once on her ladyship’s 
roll, nothing short of proved immorality could 
shake it off. 

Once, on a day when her ladyship was 

, about to take a walk among the poor cot 
tagers of the several villages which belonged 
to the estate, an attempt was made from an 
unexpected quarter to lessen good old Mary 
in the estimation of her ladyship. At her 
usual interview with the clergyman of the 
parish, when she inquired into the general 
conduct and necessities of the poor, he ab- 
ruptly, and in a tone that could not be mis- 
taken, exclaimed, ‘ Your ladyship is not suffi- 
ciently discreet in the distribution of your 
cbarities,’ 

* How so?’ 

‘I think character should do much more 
than it does in determining the difference 
there is in the merits of those whom your 
ladyship relieves.’ 

‘Character is every thing, and does every 
thing,’ was the spirited rejoinder. 

* How is it, then, that your ladyship’s dole 
to that “old Methodist Mary” is so liberal ?’ 

‘ Because I believe her to be a very good 
woman.’ 

‘Your ladyship, surely, cannot be aware 
that she keeps a disorderly house, inviting 
young men and women, servants of both 
sexes, into it, allowing them to stay to a late 
hour of the night. Serious evil must be the 
result.’ 

‘ No, indeed, I am aware of nothing of the 
sort. My knowledge of Mary goes far back 
into the past; but no breath has ever whis- 
pered into my ear evil tidings of her. This 
is the first time of its being done, and you are 
the first to do it. I must see her,’ said her 
ladyship gravely, ‘and tell her what you say.’ 

With a light and nimble step did her lady- 
ship pace over the distance between the rec- 
tory and the cottage, quickened by the sad 
character of the tale that had been told her. 

Properly impressed with the rank and 
character of her ladyship, the venerable old 
woman respectfully received her into the cot- 
tage - a cottage always clean and neat—and 
listened to the communication her ladyship 
had to make. 

With a heart at ease, and a countenance 
indicative of the undisturbed serenity of her 
mind, Mary said, ‘I have great pleasure in 
informing your ladyship that there is not the 
least truth, in the sense intended, in the re- 
port of which your ladyship has so conde- 
scendingly made me acquainted.’ 

‘Well, Mary, I did not believe it, I do not 
believe it ; and nothing short of positive proof 
of its correctness could induce me to believe 
it.’ 

Overcome with emotion, Mary arose, and 
stood befure her ladyship silently for awhile 
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—then said, ‘I am thankful to God that, by|summoned her husband and children to her 
the assistance of his heavenly grace, I have|bedside, and most affectionately and effective- 
so conducted myself as to win the confidence |ly ‘ witnessed a good confession’ before them ; 
and good opinion of your ladyship; and so/|so effectively, indeed, that her husband, vener- 
long as I “ keep myself pure,” I believe I shall|able in years, overpowered with emotion, fell 
never lose it.’ on his knees and prayed for mercy.” 

‘Never, no, never!’ was the tender and 
touching reply. 

‘I don’t blame the rector,’ continued Mary, 
only in as far as he may have lent a willing 
ear to the voice of slander; but I blame those 
who have distorted and misrepresented facts 
in their communications with him.’” 

She then told her visitor, that it had been 
a time of revival of religious interest among 
her people—the Wesleyan Methodists—and 
that the assemblies at her house had been for 
devotional purposes; and added this sugges- 
tive remark : “ When masters and mistresses 
themselves are brought under the converting 
power of the Holy Ghost, they can easily 
tolerate irregularities of this sort in the ser- 
vants, who are being made partakers of ‘ like 
precious faith.’ . 

“Deeply serious, as if pondering in her 
heart all the words she bad just heard, her 
ladyship arose and left the cottage. Ere she 
bad got over half of the way between it and 
the rectory, she stood still, as if some start- 
ling thought bad suddenly arrested her atten- 
tion. The pause was brief, and resulted in 
her instant return to the cottage. 

On opening the door, almost before she had 
crossed its threshold, her ladyship, in sen- 
tences short, unconnected, and rapid, said, 
‘The words “ convert,’ “ converted,” and 
“conversion,” Mary, which you used in our 
conversation this morning, I do not under- 
stand. What do you mean by them? I have 
been taught to believe that 1 was converted 
and regenerated in my baptism.” 

‘Indeed!’ exclaimed Mary; ‘then your 
ladyship bas needed conversion many a time 
since then. Baptism cannot wash away the 
natural depravity of the human heart.’ 

‘ But there is the sacrament, Mary, the effi- 
cacy of which, I am told, is saving and sanc- 
tifying, and I rest in that efficacy.’ 

‘ My lady, excuse me; your ladyship is in 
the utmost danger of being deceived.’ 

‘Do you really think so?’ 

‘1 do, indeed,’ said Mary. 

With deep emotion her ladyship exclaimed, 
‘I hope not! I can assure you, Mary, I wish 
it to be right.’ 

- Your notions of conversion being so much 
at variance with what God’s holy book says 
about it, your ladyship cannot be right. O, 
if I could but induce your ladyship to read | 
carefully and prayerfully the third chapter of; 
St. John’s Gospel, and the eighth chapter of 
St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, God, by his 
Spirit, would give you to see the true nature 
ot conversion, and to feel it too!’ 

‘I will do so,’ was the prompt promise of| 


Deliverance from Shipwreck. 

In the Atlantic Monthly, S. L. Clemens ro- 
peats ‘‘a true story, true in every detail,” told 
by a minister on board the ship where they 
were sailing.. 

‘*Captain Rounceville’s vessel was lost in 
mid-Atlantic, and likewise his wife and his 
two little children. Captain Rounceville and 
seven seamen escaped with life, but with 
little else. A small, rudely constructed raft 
was to be their home for eight days. They 
had neither provisions nor water. They bad 
scarcely any clothing ; no one had a coat but 
the captain. This coat was changing hands 
all the time, for the weather was very cold. 
Whenever a man became exhausted with the 
cold, they put the coat on him and laid him 
down between two shipmates until the gar- 
ment and their bodies had warmed life into 
him again. 

“ Among the sailors was a Portuguese who 
knew no English. He seemed to have no 
thought of his own calamity, but was con- 
cerned only about the captain’s bitter loss of 
wife and children. By day he would look 
his damb compassion in the captain’s face; 
and by night, in the darkness of the driving 
spray and rain, he would seek out the captain 
and try to comfort him with caressing pats 
on the shoulder. One day when hunger and 
thirst were making their sure inroads upon 
the men’s strength and spirits, a floating 
barrel was seen at a distance. It seemed a 
great find, for doubtless it contained food of 
some sort. A brave fellow swam to it, and 
after long and exhausting effort got it to the 
raft. It was eagerly opened. It was a bar- 
rel of magnesia! 

“On the fifth day an onion was spied. A 
sailor swam off and got it. Although perish- 
ing with hunger, he brought it in its entirety 
and put it into the captain’s hand. The his- 
tory of the sea teaches that among starving, 
shipwrecked men, selfishness is rare, and a won- 
der-compelling magnanimity the rule. The 
onion was equally divided into eight parts, 
and eaten with deep thanksgivings. 

“On the eighth day a distant ship was 
sighted. Attempts were made to hoist an 
oar, with Captain Rounceville’s coat on it for 
a signal. There were many failures, for the 
men were but skeletons now, and strength- 
less. At last success was achieved, but the 
signal brought no help. The ship faded out 
of sight, but left despair behind her. By- 
and-by another ship appeared, and passed so 
near that the castaways, every eye cloquent 
with gratitude, made ready to welcome the 
her ladyship; ‘and if I am not converted, I|boat that would be sent to save them. But 
will give myself no rest till 1 am.’ Mary’s|this ship also drove on, and left these men 
advice was taken by this noble heir of immor- staring their unatterable surprise and dismay 
tality, and Mary’s prediction was fulfilled ; for| into each other’s ashen faces. Late in the 
in reading the specified portions of Holy Scrip-|day still another ship came up out of the dis- 
tures she was convinced that she was not/tance, but the men noted with a pang that 
truly converted to God. Being thus instructed|her course was one which would not bring 
in ‘ the way of God more perfectly,’ and being| her nearer. Their remnant of life was nearly 
‘fervent in spirit,’ she was made a ‘ new crea-|spent, their lips and tongues were swollen, 
ture in Christ Jesus,’ and became a Christian|parched, cracked with eight days’ thirst ; 
indeed, in whom'‘there was no guile. their bodies starved; and here was their last 

This change was very shortly before her chance gliding relentlessly from them; they 
ladyship was seized with herdeath-illness. She would not be alive when the next sun rose. 











——— 
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“For a day or two past the men had lost 
their voices, but now Capt. Rounceville whis- 
pered, ‘Let us pray.’ The Portuguese patted 
him on the shoulder in sign of deep approval. 
All knelt at the base of the oar that was 
waving the signal-coat aloft, and bowed their 
heads. The sea was tossing; the sun rested, 
a red, rayless disk, on the sea line in the west. 
When the men presently raised their heads 
they would have raised a hallelujah if they 
had had a voice; the ship’s sails lay wrinkled 
and flapping against her masts; she was 
going about! Here was a rescue at last, and 
in the very last instant of time that was left 
forit. No,notrescue, yet-—only theimminent 
prospect of it. The red disk sank ander the 
sea and darkness blotted oat the ship. By 
and by came a pleasant sound—oars moving 
in a boat’s row-locks. Nearer it came, and 
nearer, within thirty steps, but nothing visi- 
ble. Then a deep voice; ‘Hol-lo? The 
castaways could not answer, their swollen 
tongues refused voice. The boat skirted 
around and round the raft, started away— 
the agony of it !—returned, rested the oars, 
close at hand, listening, no doubt. The deep 
voice again: ‘Hol-lo? Where are you ship- 
mates?’ Capt. Rounceville whispered to his 
men, saying: ‘ Whisper your best, boys! now 
—all at once!’ So they sent out an eight-fold 
whisper in hoarse concert: ‘Here!’ There 
was life in it if it succeeded ; death if it failed. 
After that supreme moment, Capt. Rounce- 
ville was conscious of nothing until he came 
to himself on board the saving ship.” Said 
the minister, concluding: 

“There was one little moment of time in 
which that raft could be visible from the ship, 
and only one. If that one little fleeting 
moment had passed unfruitful, those men’s 
doom was sealed. When the sun reached the 
water’s edge that day, the captain of the ship 
was sitting on deck reading his prayer book. 
The book fell; he stooped to pick it up, and 
happened to glance at the sun. In that in- 
stant that far-off raft appeared for a second 
against the red disk, its needle-like oar and 
diminutive signal cut sharp and black against 
the bright surface, and in the next instant 
was thrust away into the dusk again.” 
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It is an high and heavenly state, for any 
one to witness within themselves, that self is 
made of no reputation. Those who are in this 
state have their minds turned to the light of 
God within, and are exercised thereby ; which 
alone discovers and makes self manifest in all 
its appearances, thoughts, ways, imaginations, 
and leads those that walk in it, to the true 
self-denial, without which there is no salva- 
tion. 

For the destruction, loss and misery of all 
mankind, came in at this door, when he gave 
heed, credit and reputation to his own selfish 
desire, thought, reasonings and imaginations ; 
and would know of himself, be wise of him- 
self, &e. Then the serpent, which spoke of 
himself, prevailed over him; then he entered 
into the temptation of the devil, and lost his 
dwelling-place in paradise. Thus the enemy 
of man’s happiness, under a pretence of ad- 
vancing him and bettering his state, and 
making him of some account and reputation, 
drew him into a state of loss and misery. 
Self-reputation was the first bait of the enemy, 
and will be the last ; therefore watch diligently 
against it, for herein his power stands, and 
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by this bait he overcame the first Adam; 
therefore it is a blessed thing to live in the 


The Danger. 
The great danger to the cause of Christ ig 


power of the second Adam, which makes self |found, not in the infidelity of the day, but in 


of no reputation. For as sin and the Devil 
entered and prevailed by reason of some self- 
reputation, so shall he be cast forth and over- 
come by the power of God, in all those in 
whom it makes self of no reputation. 

This is a principal lesson of Christianity, 
which all of necessity must learn in some 
measure, before they can be so much as dis- 
ciples of Jesus; as himself teacheth, “If any 
man will be my disciple, he must deny him- 
self, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me.”’ Denying of self, and taking up the 
cross, are inseparable, and must precede dis- 
cipleship: yet this state is short of being a 
friend of God, and co-heir with Christ: bone 
of bis bone, and flesh of his flesh; and short 
of sitting down with Him at the right hand 
of God in the kingdom of heaven ; and of know- 
ing the Son to surrender the kingdom up anto 
the Father, and God to become all in all; 
short of knowing it meat and drink to do the 
will of God, and his fruit sweet to their taste, 
and to sit under his shadow with great de- 
light, glorified with that glory which Christ 
had with the Father before the world began. 
In this state, self is made truly of no reputa- 
tion; the first birth is slain, the serpent’s 
head is not only bruised, but broken and sub- 
dued ; the second birth rules; the elder serves 
the younger, who delights naturally to do the 
will of God; and it is not a cross to do it, 
neither is the cross to be taken up by it; this 
is the sheep that knows Christ’s voice, and 
followeth Him with delight, and a stranger 
it will not follow.— William Shewen. 


For “*The Friend.” 
Heavenly Discipline— When the Lord is 
pleased to withhold from us the sweet enjoy- 
ment of his love, although we may be sensible 
of the want of it, yet we cannot reach it for 
ourselves, and therefore we ought to bow in 
reverence before him. He deals with us as a 
tender father may do with his child, who may 
see meet to withhold food from him for a 
time, that he may learn subjection to his 
father. So the Lord sees meet to hide his 
face at some times from us, as he did from his 
servants of old, who said, Thou hidest thy 
tace,and I am troubled. Although bata little 
before, he was so favored with the Divine 
presence, that-he thought thereby his moun- 
tain was made to stand strong ; yet there was 
soon an alteration in his state. When the 
Lord hid his face, he was troubled ; and so it 
may be with us. And when the Lord doth 
withdraw from us, let us examine ourselves, 
that we may come, by that (light of Christ) 
which shows unto men what their states are, 
to discern whether there is any thing amiss 
in us, that we might give the Lord just cause 
to withdraw from us.”—Mary Lamley, 1722. 
Cherish and keep close to that which visits.— 
“ How have I desired that every awakened 
mind would keep close to that which visits it, 
and in the day of its blessed power and heart- 
softening influence, adopt the conduct of the 
holy Apostle, who tells us, he went not to 
any that were anointed before him, but, bow- 
ing before his great Master, was only con- 
cerned to know his will; putting up this peti- 
tion, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
— William Lewis. 
“The God of Israel is He that giveth strength 
and power unto his people.”’— The Psalmist. 


the lack of vital godliness in the churches, 

There is a rapidly growing tendency to sup. 

plant the religion of the Holy Ghost with a 

religion of forms and ceremonies. Most of 

the churches are unconsciously adopting cus. 

toms and acting from principles which, if 
logically carried out, must land them at Rome. 

They are abandoning the distinctive features 

upon which they were founded. They are sub- 

stituting natural religion for the supernatural | 
—the observance of forms and ceremonies for 

the power of the Holy Ghost. Christianity, 

instead of being to the “Greeks foolishness, 

and to the Jews a stumbling-block, but to 

them which believe the power of God unto 

salvation,” is in a fair way to become one of 
the fine arts. In the New Testament we 
read that God gave apostles, prophets, evan- 
gelists, pastors and teachers for the perfect- 
ing of the saints, for the work of the ministry 
—tor the edifying of the body of Christ; but 
in the modern systems for building up the 
church, large dependence for success is placed 

upon the architect, the painter, the church 

decorator, the tailor, and the music-teacher. 

Prayer-meetings are neglected ; but religious 
shows attract a large congregation. The ex- 
hibition of Christmas trees, and evergreens, 
and Easter flowers, and the charms of music, 

draws the people. 

Bat this substitution of religious displays 
for righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, does not, naturally, lead men “ church- 
ward,” and leave them quietly there. To 
such pilgrims, the Protestant church is only 
a resting place for a long journey. He who 
gives up spiritual religion for one of traditions 
and forms cannot consistently stop this side 
of the Roman Catholic church. Of all the 
sects which seek the friendship of the world 
she is the mother. So we understand the 
Scriptures. (See James iv. 4. and Rev. xvii. 
5.) If confidence is to be placed in forms, 
imposing in their character and venerable 
from their antiquity, of all the churches in 
this country, the church of Rome must claim 
the pre-eminence. In church architectures 
she is acknowledged to take the lead. None 
of the church edifices of this age can bear any 
comparison to those which she erected in the 
midnight gloom of the dark ages. Her forms 
are, many of them, not only as old, but much 
older than Christianity itself. They date 
back to the period when paganism held im- 
perial sway at Rome. Mosheim, the Church 
historian, says, “The rites and institations, 
by which the Greeks, Romans and other 
nations, had formerly testified their religious 
veneration for fictitious deities were now 
adopted, with some slight alterations, by 
Christian bishops, and employed in the ser- 
vice of the true God. These fervent heralds 
of the Gospel, whose zeal outran their candor 
and integrity, imagined that the nations would 
receive Christianity with more facility, when 
they saw the rites and ceremonies to which 
they were accustomed, adopted in the church, 
and the same worship paid to Christ and his 
martyrg which had been formerly offered to 
their idol deities. Hence it happened, that 
in these times, the religion of the Greeks and 
Romans differed very little in its external ap- 
pearance from that of the Christians. They 
had both a most pompous and splendid ritual. 
Gorgeous robes, mitres, tiaras, wax-tapers, cro- 
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thus described in the introductory editorial : 

“Those who have been isolated either by 
withdrawing from that with which it was 
not possible to work conscientiously, or as a 
suffering, hopeless minority in the meetings 
where divisions have not occurred, have long 
felt the need of a paper wherein their views 
could be expressed. 

“It is the purpose of the Editors of the 
‘ Western Friend,’ to supply this need. We 
now have a press and material to publish such 
& paper, and enter upon the work with full 
confidence, that Friends will sustain our enter- 
prise. We solicit subscriptions and corre- 
spondence, advice and counsel. We believe 
that the truth ought to be told with reference 
to the unsound teaching now current in So- 
ciety, also in regard to practices, innovations, 
and departures which are being fostered in 
Society. 

“The ‘ Western Friend’ will be devoted to 
this work, to the maintenance of the ancient 
faith of Friends, and to giving full informa- 
tion of the condition of work and the needs 
of the small bodies of Friends, who have felt 
it right,to withdraw from the confusion, dis- 
sension, and unsoundness in doctrine and 
practice of our once favored Society.” 

Our feelings in looking over this sheet and re- 
flecting on the fact that such a publication has 
been deemed expedient, have been of a mixed 
character. We unite in the sentiment “that 
the truth ought to be told with reference to 
the unsound teaching now current in Society, 
also in regard to practices, innovations and 
departures which are being fostered ;” and 
we can wish success to all honest efforts for 
“the maintenance of the ancient faith of 
Friends ;” but it is cause for mourning that 
any under our name can say that “it was not 
possible to work conscientiously” with, or 
should feel themselves “a suffering, hopeless” 
portion of the mectings to which they belong. 
We have heretofore repeatedly stated our 
conviction that the responsibility for such a 
disorganized condition of our religious So- 
ciety rests primarily on those who have de- 
parted ‘from those doctrines (and the prac- 
tices resulting from them) which as Robert 
Barclay states, “ are as it were the terms that 
have dgawn us together, and the bond by 
which we become centered into one body.” 

We can truly sympathize with members of 
meetings, who are often subjected to the trial 
of listening to doctrines at variance with our 
fundamental principles; and whose seasons 
for public worship are disturbed by unsavory 
communications, the formal singing of hymns, 
and other hindrances to a drawing near in 
spirit to the common Father of all. We ap- 
preciate in measure the anxious thoughtfal. 
ness which must clothe the minds of parents 
who are so situated, and who dread the effect 
on their children of being brought up under 
influences which may either lead them away 
from the true principles of Friends, or develop 
a criticising spirit unfavorable to their re- 
ligious growth, and tending to scatter them 
from our fold. The danger of this is shown 
by a letter recently received from a deeply 
concerned Friend in a distant meeting, where 
no separation bas occurred, which speaks of 
the “devastation” among them caused by the 
introduction of new things, and says, instead 
of their “once large and solemn assemblies 
where 200 or more would be present,” those 
who now convene “can be numbered by the 
dozen and half dozen.” ‘When seated in 
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meeting, I could but feel that our young peo- | 


ple are being scattered abroad by what they 
see and hear in our meetings, and some will 
be gathered into other societies, and some run 
to ruin and infidelity.” 

Yet we believe it is right for Friends to 
consider also the evils which almost inevita- 
bly flow from a disruption of religious organi- 
zations. These are so serious in their charac- 
ter that those who are looking towards such 
a remedy for their present sufferings, have 
need to move with great caution. If it is 
their right place to abide longer in the furnace, 
the Lord is able to preserve their spiritual 
life, and to make their testimony for the truth 
effective in promoting his cause in the meet- 
ings to which they belong. A faithful, honest 
and continued testimony, borne in a proper 
spirit, may be a means of settling in the right 
way the minds of some, who, through inex- 
perience or lack of spiritual discernment, are 
in danger of being drawn into error. We 
must be especially on our guard, not to be 
influenced by any wounded self-love raised 
by slights received from others, nor by any 
heated or partizan feeling. Those actions 
and movements which purely flow from the 
fear of the Lord, and a sense of Divine re- 
quiring, and those only, will stand the test of 
time and the proving seasons which try every 
man’s work of what sort it is. ‘The founda. 
tion of God standeth sure, having this seal, 
the Lord knoweth them that are his,” and 
He knoweth also, what works those are that 
are performed in obedience to his commands. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


United Srates.—The Philadelphia mint is coining 
eagles and half eagles at the average rate of $200,000 
daily. It is expected the total coinage of present month 
will reach $10,000,000. During last month three mil- 
lion one cent bronze pieces were coined; but the num- 
ber fell short of the demand by ten to twelve thousand 
dollars’ worth. The mint is working on these cvins, as 
far as its other business will permit, and it is expected 
in a short time the demand will be met. 

The production of precious metals in the United 
States, during the year 1879, is said to be considerably 
less than the preceding year, — resulting principally 
from the diminished yield of the mines of the Comstock 
lode. The total production was $79,712,000, of which 
a little more than half was silver. Nearly all the gold 
and a large portion of the silver, was coined at United 
States mints, or used in the manufactures, arts, and or- 
namentation. The annual consumption in the United 
States of precious metals in all forms for manufacturing 
purposes, now averages $7,000,000 gold, and $5,000,000 
silver. 

From the annual report of the chief of the Bureau of 
Statistics, it appears that the exports from the United 
States to foreign countries, for the year ending on the 
30th of 6th month, amounted to $711,637,393, and the 
imports $445,777,775. The total trade is larger than 
during any year, except 1872—3 and 1873—4. About 
three-fourths of this trade was carried in foreign vessels. 

The wheat crop of the United States, for 1879, is 
placed at about 425,000,000 bushels. The spring wheat 
crop will not be so large as was expected, that of Min- 
nesota being only 28,000,000 bushels, instead of 40,- 
000,000. The amount consumed by 48,000,000 persons 
plus the amount required for seed and other purposes, 
is placed at 250,000,000 bushels, leaving 175,000,000 
bushels for export. The deficient wheat crop in Europe 
this year makes the demand there above 300,000,000 
bushels, two-thirds of which will be required in France 
and the United Kingdom. 


The testimony of the Utes before the Hatch com- 


mission at Los Pinos, closed on the 5th inst., and a 
demand was made for the surrender of the Indians re- 
cognized at the massacre at the agency, including chief 
Douglass. 

A fire occurred at Troy, N. Y., on the morning of the 
7th inst., which destroyed several factories and tene- 
ment houses, and causing a loss of $350,000. Eighteen 
ae persons are thrown out of employment by the 
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Markets, &e.—U. 8. bonds, 6’s, 1831, registered, 103}; 
do., coupon, 106}; 5’s, 1881, 103; 4}’s, 1891, 105}; 4s, 
1907, registered, 102$; do. coupon, 103%. 

Cotton.—Sales of middlings at 13} a 13} ets. per. Ib, 
Petroleum.—Crude, 8} cts. in barrels, and refined, 8§ 
cts. for export, and 9 a 9} cts. per gallon for home use, 

Flour.—Minnesota extra at $6.40 a $6.75 ; Penna. do, 
do., $6.50 a $7 ; western db. do., $6.75 a $7.25; patent 
< other high grades, $7.50 a $8.50. Rye flour, $5.40 
a $5.50. 

Grain.—The wheat market active, and prices a little 
higher ; red, $1.50; amber, $1.51. Corn, 60 a 62 cts, 
per bushel. Oats, mixed, 45 a 46} cts.; white, 48a 
49 cts. 

Hay and straw.—Prime timothy, 90 cts. a $1 per 100 
pounds; mixed, 80a 90 cts. Straw, $1.10 a $1.25 per 
100 pounds. 

Beef cattle-—The market during the week was dull, 
and prices declined }c. per pound : 3,280 head arrived 
and sold at 2} a 5} cts. astocondition. Sheep, 4} a 5} 

er lb. as to quality. Hogs, 6}. 7 cts. per lb. From 
the Philadelphia Stock-yards and Abattoir, 30th St., 
above Market, there have been slaughtered and ex- 
ported to England, during the present year, 12,782 
cattle, 9738 hogs, and 4199 sheep. 

The new two-cent postal cards, intended for inter- 
national service, are now for sale at the post offices. 

Fore1gn.—Thomas Bayley Potter, member of Par- 
liament for Rochdale, who recently visited the United 
States, has returned home; he says, “ The people of the 
United States differ in some important points from our 
own. Men do not make fortunes there in order to found 
landed families, and the consequence is, that possessors 
of large fortunes more often devote them to the public 
welfare. The mass of the people are more sober, and, 
therefore, able to work more continuously, if not harder 
than our own people.” 

The Astronomical Observatory on Mount Etna is 
almost completed, but the large quantity of snow which 
has already fallen, will prevent the iron cupola and the 
telescope from being fixed till nextsummer. The total 
cost will be about $12,500. It is about 9000 feet above 
the level of the sea. 

A line of railroad up the slopes of Mount Vesuvius, 
from the level of the Neapolitan Bay, to the very edge 
of the crater, has been completed. The track is laid 
upon a solid pavement of masonry, believed to be per- 
fectly secure from the overflows, on either side, of lava. 

The News Berlin correspondent estimates that there 
are 150,000 persons suffering from famine in Upper 
Silesia. They are mostly Poles. The Government is 
working energetically for their relief, 

It is stated that the ex-Empress Eugenie will proceed 
direct from Spain to Zululand. 

A dispatch from Pesth reports that the Koros river 
has risen rapidly in consequence of severe snow storms, 
and has inundated the city of Gosswarden, Hungary. 
Thousands of the inhabitants are fugitives in need of 
shelter. The neighboring villages are threatened with 
destruction. 

From Cairo, information is received that war is ex- 
pected between Egypt and Abyssinia. 

The obelisk for New York, has been successfully 
lowered to a horizontal position, and preparations for 
its removal ‘to the vessel are proceeding. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 


Our friends Benjamin W. and Rebecca G. Passmore, 
having resigned their positions as Superintendent and 
Matron of Westtown Boarding School, Friends who 
may feel drawn to engage in the important and respon- 
sible duties of superintending this Institution, are re- 

uested to communicate with either of the undersigned. 
The present Superintendents desire to be released in 
4th month next, or earlier. 
William P. Townsend, West Chester, Pa. 
John S. Comfort, Falsington, Bucks Co., Pa. 
Charles J. Allen, 304 Arch St., Philadelphia. 
Elizabeth R. Evans, 322 Union St. - 
Anna V. Edge, Downingtown, Pa. 
Deborah Rhoads, Haddonfield, N. J. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphia. 


Physician and Superintendent—Joun C. Hatt, M.D. 

Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board of 
Managers. 


~~ ‘WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 
No. 422 Walnut Street. 





